PROPER MAINTAINANCE IS THE KEY





One of the most common questions asked is "how do I maintain my septic system?" 


Getting your tank pumped and inspected on a regular basis is the first step and can save you thousands in repair bills. Septic tanks are primary treatment devices and seperators. Solids settle to the bottom as sludge, and lighter products float to the top forming a scum layer. Gases are vented over the top of an inlet tee and through your roof vent. The floating layer is held back in the tank by an outlet tee, so only clairified liquid ( effluent ) can exit to the field. When the sludge and scum layers become too thick, settling time is reduced and more solids transfer to the field. Eventually the layers meet or become so thick that they are forced out into the field every time you use water. These solids plug piping, fill all the voids in field gravel, seal soil pores, and result in field failure. Regardless of some product claims, there is no additive that can prevent the need for pumping, and some may do more harm than good. As a rule of thumb you should have your tank pumped every 3 years.  If you know the last time you had it pumped have the maintainance provider "dip" it first so you can establish a pumping schedule. Make sure the outlet tee is intact! Ask them to perform the standard maintainance and monitoring tasks. Keep records of all service work, and septic tank and field locations. Any systems designed after 30 may 2005 will have a maintainance plan for you to follow. 





Do you have a question for the septicguy? e-mail them to septicguy@canada.com or leave a message at 496 5916


