The source of the smell








Around this time of year the questions begin on the source of the odor in your yard. Whiffs of foul septic smell can be hard to locate. If there is no wet spot on the ground, then, the odor most likely comes from a vent on your or a neighbors roof. Check which way the air is moving when you catch a whiff.


Solutions to this situation can be to ignore it (its not really a system problem), add an extension to the vent to raise it higher, re-route interior plumbing in attic to another vent in a less offensive location, or add a charcoal filter to the vent lines. 


Another odor source could be the vent on an aerobic treatment plant using direct air injection. Air is forced by compressor through the effluent as a treatment process. Surge loading of building effluent output can overwhelm bacteria colonies living in suspended growth within the air bubbles inside the unit. They have to "catch up" in order to break down organic loading.


This can be solved by managing water usage. Do not run multiple appliances and fixtures at the same time and space your laundry out during the week. A charcoal filter can also reduce or remove this odor.


To solve a septic smell within the home, first determine where it comes from. A fixture which is hardly ever used can lose the water in its trap through evaporation and let sewer gases enter the house. By trap I mean that u shaped pipe network under your sink (called a p trap). Running some water in unused fixtures will fill the traps and eliminate the smell.


If you never use certain fixtures then, pour some cooking oil in them to seal them up as this will not evaporate like water. When eventually they are used, the small amount of oil will not harm the septic tank.


