Septic Tank Additives





A recent call to my house from a computerized sales device offered a product that could "eliminate costly septic pumpouts". There is no product that should be used.





There are three general types of marketed septic system additives;





1) Inorganic compounds. These are promoted for their ability to open clogged drains and usually contain strong acids or alkalis. These products can adversly affect biological processes and cause structural damage to system components. One, hydrogen peroxide, promoted as a field reconditioner, has been found to degrade soil structure and compromise the long term viability of soil treatment systems.





2) Organic solvents. Often chlorinated hydrocarbons used as degreasers to break down oils and grease pose significant risks to groundwater and treatment processes. They can destroy populations of decomposer and other helpful microorganisms in the treatment system. The septic tank is designed to "hold" fats and grease until pumped out under normal maintainance.





3) Biological additives. These are bacteria and/or extracellular enzymes mixed with surfactants or nutrient solutions which appear to mirror normal biological decomposition in the septic tank.


Some studies have shown that materials degraded by additives actually increase the amount of solids transferred to your soil disposal system. Solids are held in suspension until meeting the soil infiltration interface where they are deposited as a plugging mat.





Products claiming to eliminate odors are counterproductive to the anerobic process and if odor problems are experienced the source should be investigated. Frequently odors are found to originate from plumbing roof vents.


Suggestions like adding hamburger or other foods will not aid your system at all. Bacteria exist naturally in waste and multiply rapidly when food is present and should not need to be supplemented. High nitrogen fertilizer like 35-0-0 falls into the food category and can contribute to groundwater problems. The only "food" you need to add comes from you. 





If you are using an additive to control a symptom in your system you should better try to diagnose and solve the problem rather then to make things worse. 





There is no need to dissolve septic tank contents. Septic tanks are designed to hold settleable and floatable materials. Additives are not recommended and may be considered just a waste of money.














